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CANCER RESEARCH FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT

Cowboys for Cancer Research (C4CR) is currently inviting applications from NMSU investigators for pilot-project cancer research support. C4CR (https://c4cr.com/) is a Las Cruces-based nonprofit that has contributed to cancer research in New Mexico for over 40 years. The C4CR Endowed Fund at New Mexico State University supports all domains of cancer research, including basic, preclinical, clinical, population-based, and translational. Support also includes collaborative cancer research. 
Funding Opportunity Goal: to support pilot projects in cancer research including studies related to treatment, diagnosis, prevention, and basic cancer biology. The program will support a wide range of exploratory and developmental projects, and/or studies that are at early conceptual stages. Applications from all disciplines are invited to apply. Examples of previously supported cancer research projects include discovery of cancer biomarkers and molecular targets, novel drugs, new technologies for detection, cancer epidemiology and prevention, cancer health disparities, understanding barriers to cancer screening and cancer care, and exploration of cancer behavioral sciences and comparative effectiveness. 

Award Budget: The project period is 1-year. Approximate start Date: Nov 15, 2026. The budget request should be at a pilot-level ($25k to $50k), which varies based on the number of awards and endowment. Interested applicants can inquire with Jessica P. Houston, Ph.D. prior to proposal submission for guidance on request limits. (jph@nmsu.edu) Dr. Houston can also answer other questions related to this opportunity including project scope, review process, expectations of grantees, extraneous application materials, etc.  
Submission: Due October 30, 2026 @ 5:00 pm. The application should be a single PDF file labeled using last name-C4CR-FY2026. Please submit your PDF document here: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/er1uJWbKik?origin=lprLink


C4CR is a 501(c)3 cancer fundraiser in New Mexico where all the money stays in New Mexico. 100% of the money contributed by C4CR goes toward cancer research. C4CR works with UNM and NMSU to support ongoing collaborative cancer research at both institutions.

Application Requirements

1. Cover page (1 page; please use the form provided on page 5 of this document)
Provide project title, names and affiliations of the principal investigator(s) and other key personnel, total direct cost requested and start and end dates for the project. Also, on the Cover page include a summary (up to 30 lines of text). State the project's broad, long-term objectives and specific aims and describe concisely the research design and methods for achieving the stated goals. This section should be a self-contained description of the project informative to other persons working in the same or related fields and insofar as possible understandable to a scientific or technical reader and suitable for dissemination to the public.
2. Specific Aims (not to exceed one page)
State concisely the goal of the proposed research. List succinctly the aim(s) and/or objective(s) of the research proposed, e.g., to test a stated hypothesis, create a novel research design, solve a specific problem, challenge an existing paradigm or clinical practice, address a critical barrier to progress in the field, develop new technology, and/or impact local health problems through innovative community-based participatory research strategies.
3. Research Strategy (not to exceed four pages). Include the following sections:
· Significance State the importance of the problem or need that the proposed project addresses, including how the proposed project will improve scientific knowledge, technical capability, clinical practice, research training, educational practices, community-based participatory research impacts, and/or eliminate health disparities
· Innovation Explain how the application challenges and seeks to shift current research or clinical practice paradigms.  Describe and identify any advantages of novel theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, collaborations, interventions, or other contributions that will be developed.
· Approach Describe research methods and provide a project timeline, interim milestones, and specific plans for publications, presentations, and submission of future extramural grant applications. For equipment and instrumentation, describe how multi-investigator cancer research will be enabled at NMSU, specific experiments proposed, and plan for management including a description of the process for investigator access and training.

4. Literature Cited (no page limit)

5. NIH Biographical Sketch Common Form Provide for principal and co-principal investigators
See https://grants.nih.gov/grants-process/write-application/forms-directory/biographical-sketch-common-form for formatting help and SciENcv to create the biosketch: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/

6. Budget 
Use the attached template on page 6 of this document. It is expected that the budget be very simple for a pilot project.  

7. Budget Justification  Provide a justification for each cost category

8. Include the following sections where applicable
Protection of Human Subjects; Inclusion of Women, Minorities and Individuals Across the Lifespan; Vertebrate Animals; Authentication of Key Biological and/or Chemical Resources, Select Agent Research; Data Management and Sharing Plan, Project Leadership Plan for Multiple PIs
*Please use font Arial, 11 point and ½” margins for all documents. 
Review Process
Applications will be evaluated for each of the following. Each criterion will be scored using the NIH scale: whole number from 1 (highest impact) to 9 (lowest impact).

1. Importance of Research
· Does this study address an important problem consonant with the objectives of Cowboys for Cancer Research?  If the aims of the application are achieved, how will scientific knowledge be advanced? To what extent might this project have an impact on New Mexico cancer treatment or prevention? What will be the effect of these studies on the concepts or methods that drive this field of cancer research and/or research on cancer disparities? 
· Does the project employ novel concepts, approaches or methods? Are the aims original and innovative? Does the project challenge existing paradigms or develop new methodologies or technologies? 

2. Rigor and Feasibility
· Are the conceptual framework, design, methods, and analyses adequately developed, well-integrated, and appropriate to the aims of the project? Is it likely that compelling, reproducible findings will result (rigor) and can the proposed studies be done well and within the timeframes proposed (feasibility)?

3. Expertise and Resources
· Is the investigator(s) appropriately trained and well suited to carry out this work? Is the work proposed appropriate to the experience level of the principal investigator and other researchers (if any)? Is there evidence of collaboration and partnership? Is the project likely to lead to independent funding?
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